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REPORT 


The  course  of  the  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any 
events  of  material  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Common 
Schools  in  this  town.  But  the  Committee  are  pleased  to  re- 
port that  the  result  during  the  period  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  Committee  for  the  year  1866-7  was  organized  as  follows : 
Ezekiel  Capen  was  chosen  Chairman,  George  Frederic  Sum- 
ner, Secretary,  and  D.  T.  Y.  Huntoon,  Superintendent  of 
Schools. 

The  money  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  was  divided  up- 


on the  same  basis  as  last  year. 

The  amount  raised  was  14.500.00 

And  received  from  the  State,  - 199.20 


$4,699.20 

This  amount  has  proved  to  be  sufficient,  although  it  was 
deemed  almost  certain  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  year 
two  new  schools  would  have  to  be  established. 

The  whole  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1866,  as  certified  to  us  by  the 
Assessors,  was,  in  District  No.  1,  85.  District  No.  2,  41. 
District  No.  3,  416.  District  No.  4,  30.  District  No.  5,  50. 
District  No.  6, 1^9.  District  No.  7, 62;  Making  a total  of  813. 


4 


DISTRICT  No.  1. 

prudential  Committee.  | ^Huntoon 

Summer  Term., — Teacher,  Miss  Ciiaklotte  Tucker.  Leugth  of 
school  24  Weeks,  at  $7,  $168. 

Whole  number  of  scholars,  75.  Average  attendance,  54.  Num- 
ber of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  5. 

Winter  Term., — Teacher,  Miss  Charlotte  Tucker.  Length  of 
school,  16  weeks,  at  $8,  $128.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  61.  Av- 
erage attendance,  46.  Number  of  scholars  over  15  years  of  age,  5. 
Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching  during  the  year,  $296. 

This  school  has  been  fortunate  in  retaining  the  services  of  Miss 
Tucker  during  the  entire  year.  The  school  had  succeeded  so  well 
under  her  management,  that  the  Prudential  Committee  deemed  it 
wise  to  appoint  her  as  teacher  during  the  winter  term.  Although  the 
wisdom  of  appointing  a female  teacher  during  the  winter  was  per- 
haps questionable,  yet  the  result  has  proved,  that  the  school  has  gone 
on  in  a much  more  prosperous  condition  than  during  the  previous 
winter.  And  this  has  been  accomplished  not  by  rough  and  brutal 
treatment,  but  by  kindness,  by  skill  in  imparting  knowledge  and  by 
the  active  co-operation  of  teacher  and  pupils.  The  manner  in  which 
this  school  has  succeeded  has  clearly  proved  that  it  is  unwise  to  re- 
linquish the  good  results  of  the  summer’s  work  when  under  the  charge 
of  a thoroughly  competent  female  teacher,  and  give  up  the  school  to 
an  inferior  male  teacher. 

A new  school  house  is  in  process  of  erection  in  this  district, 
and  when  completed  will  fulfil  admirably  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  intended,  and  will  also  be  an  ornament  to  the  town. 


DISTRICT  No.  II. 

Prudential  Committee^  — George  B.  Hunt. 

Summer  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Mary  L.  Sawyer.  Length  of 
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school,  22  weeks,  at  $7,00,  $154.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  50. 
Average  attendance,  38.  Number  of  scholars  under  five  years  of 
age,  1,  number  of  scholars  over  fifteen,  0. 

Winter  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Mary  L.  Sawyer.  Length  of 
school,  17  weeks,  at  $8,  $136.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  55. 
Average  attendance,  44.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  2. 

This  school  has  been  very  quiet  and  orderly  during  the  year.  The 
teacher  took  an  interest  in  each  pupil,  and  the  patience  she  exercised 
with  the  younger  classes  was  very  commendable. 

The  recitations,  particularly  in  Arithmetic,  were  excellent.  The 
teacher  seems  ever  on  the  alert  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  mind  of 
the  pupil,  and  we  have  no  doubt  has  done  her  utmost  to  make  their 
school-days  pleasant  and  profitable. 


DISTRICT  No.  III.  ' 

r Ezra  S.  Brewster, 

Prudential  Committee,  < Nathaniel  Bent, 

( Gr.  F.  H.  Horton. 

FOURTH  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Eldora  A.  Drake.  Length  of 
school,  24  weeks,  at  $5.50,  $132.  Whole  nnmber  of  scholars,  103. 
Average  attendance,  79. 

Winter  Term, — Miss  Eldora  L.  Drake.  Length  of  school,  16 
weeks,  at  $5.50,  $88.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  68.  Average 
attendance,  45. 

This  school  has  been  very  large  during  the  year,  and  considering 
the  age  of  the  pupils,  has  improved  very  much  in  reading.  Instead 
of  the  sing-song  tone  that  formerly  prevailed,  we  now  perceive  a 
greater  degree  of  distinctness  in  the  pronunciation,  and  faults  of  in* 
tonation  hitherto  obvious,  have  been  remedied. 

THIRD  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Frances  A.  Pitts.  Length  of 
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school,  24  weeks,  at  $6,  $144.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  71.  Av- 
erage attendance,  61. 

Winter  Term.  — Teacher,  Miss  Frances  A.  Pitts.  Length  of 
school,  16  weeks,  at  $6,  $96.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  73.  Av- 
erage attendance,  61. 

This  school  has  done,  on  the  whole,  well  during  the  term,  and  we 
can  only  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  order  was  not  as  good  as 
under  the  former  teacher ; we  know  she  has  had  much  to  con- 
tend with  in  the  way  of  having  a constant  promotion  of  pupils,  but 
hope  that  should  she  continue  another  year,  a little  more  attention 
will  be  paid  to  the  order. 

SECOND  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Everett.  Length  of 
school,  24  weeks,  at  $6,50  $156.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  55.  Av- 
erage attendance,  45. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Everett.  Length  of 
school,  10  weeks,  at  $6.50,  $65.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  64. 
Average  attendance,  57. 

This  school  has  done  well  during  the  year,  and  although  the  teach- 
er has  not  been  able  to  be  present  all  the  year  on  account  of  ill  health, 
yet  we  believe  that  this  school  has  not  retrograded.  Miss  Alice  H. 
Lowry  has  had  charge  of  the  school  for  four  weeks  during  the  winter 
term.  She  appears  to  be  an  energetic  and  competent  teacher,  and 
the  school  has  appeared  well,  while  under  her  charge. 

FIRST  PRIRIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Ellis.  Length  of 
school,  24  weeks,  at  $7,  $168.  Whole  number  of  scholars^  58.  Av- 
erage attendance,  50. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Ellis.  Length  of  school, 
16  weeks,  at  $7,  $112.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  54.  Average 
attendance,  50. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year,  the  order  in  this  school  was  not 
quite  up  to  the  majk,  but  it  has  gradually  improved.  The  classes  in 
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Arithmetic,  both  mental  and  written,  have  made  good  progress,  and  pu- 
pils and  teacher  seemed  to  have  worked  harmoniously  together. 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Helen  J.  Porteh.  Length  of 
school,  24  weeks,  at  $7,  $168.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  47.  Av- 
erage attendance,  39. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Helen  J.  Porter.  Length  of 
school,  16  weeks,  at  $7,50  $120.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  62. 
Average  atttendance,  55.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  2.  ' Whole 
amount  paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $288. 

The  teacher  of  this  school  has  still  continued  faithful  to  the  trust 
committed  to  her  charge,  and  although  she  with  others  has  suffered 
much  from  the  frequent  transfer  of  pupils  from  the  lower  school  to  her 
own,  yet  we  have  been  pleased  to  remark  how  soon  the  difficulty  has 
been  obviated  under  her  government. 

At  the  closing  examination  this  school  gave  evidence  of  good  pro- 
gress and  careful  instruction. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Elsie  J.  Parker.  Length  of  school, 
24  weeks,  at  $8,  $192.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  46.  Average 
attendance,  38.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  6. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Elsie  J.  Parker.  Length  of  school, 
16  weeks,  at  $8,  $128.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  54.  Average 
attendance,  45.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  8.  Whole  amount 
paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $320. 

Miss  Parker  has  labored  diligently  and  faithfully,  and  although  it 
was  thought  by  many  that  the  school  would  not  be  a success  under  a 
female,  neverless  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  what  has  been  ac- 
complished in  this  department,  is  worthy  of  commendation.  When- 
ever we  have  visited  it,  the  school  has  appeared  well,  and  given  indi- 
cations of  a steady  progress. 

There  are  many  pupils  however  who  do  not  apply  themselves  as 
studiously  to  their  books  as  they  ought.  One  would  think  from  their 
age  that  they  could  by  this  time  appreciate  the  value  of  learning,  and 
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judiciously  spend  the  time  allotted  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  wiser  men  and  women. 

The  higher  class  in  this  school  have  been  studying  with  a view  to 
enter  the  High  School,  and  every  inducement  has  been  offered  by 
their  teacher  to  facilitate  their  purpose.  If  they  do  not  succeed  in 
their  endeavor,  they  are  themselves  alone  to  blame. 


DISTRICT  No.  IV. 

Prudential  Committee. — F.  A.  May. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Alice  A.  Smith.  Length  of 
school,  20  weeks,  at  S6,  $120.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  17.  Av- 
erage attendance,  11.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  1. 
Number  over  15,  0. 

Miss  Smith  had  charge  of  this  school  summer  before  last,  and  the 
same  characteristics  that  distinguished  it  then,  were  discernible  last 
summer.  She  seemed  to  take  an  interest  in  each  individual  scholar, 
and  the  welfare  of  all  seemed  to  be  dear  to  her. 

Winter  Term, — Teacher,  Me.  Fredeeic  A.  Sawtell,  Length 
of  school,  13  weeks,  at  $12,  $156.  Whole  number  of  scholars  21. 
Average  attendance,  17.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  5.  Present 
at  closing  examination,  17. 

Mr.  Sawtell,  as  nearly  as  we  can  judge,  took  hold  of  his  work  in 
earnest,  and  if  the  school  was  not  a perfect  success,  it  was  owing  to 
extrinsic  circumstances,  and  not  to  the  want  of  ability  .in  the  teacher. 

This  school  was  so  small  that  the  teacher  was  enabled  to  bestow  in- 
dividual attention  upon  each  pupil,  with  gratifying  results. 


DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Prudential  Committee^ — Franklin  Reed. 

Summer  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Geoegie  F.  Leonard.  Length 
of  school  20  weeks,  at  $7,  $140.  .Whole  number  of  scholars,  60, 
Average  attendance,  37.  Number  of  scholars  under  5,  3.  Num- 
ber over  15,  0. 
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This  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Leonard,  who  was  emi- 
nently qualified;  she  was  a lady  of  high  culture  and  excellent  scholar- 
ship, and  although  the  order  was  not  quite  up  to  our  standard,  never- 
theless, we  hope  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  welfare  of  the  school. 
The  teacher  tried  conscientiously  to  fulfil  her  duties,  and  certainly  at 
the  closing  examination  the  school  clearly  demonstrated  that  her  la- 
bors had  not  been  in  vain. 

Winter  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  Estey.  Length  of  term,  16  weeks, 
at  $7,  $112.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  55.  Average  attendance, 
39. 

This  school  did  not  answer  the  expectations  of  the  Committee. 
The  order  was  deficient,  and  the  general  character  of  the  school  was 
not  up  to  a proper  standard. 

The  teacher  has  labored  faithfully,  and  the  school  has  made  fair 
progress ; greater  energy  and  more  attention  to  order,  would  have 
insured  success. 


DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Prudential  Committee^ — Joseph  W.  Wattles, 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term, — Teacher,  Miss  E.  Florence  Faunce.  Length 
of  school,  24  weeks,  at  $6,  $144.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  46.  Av- 
erage attendance,  35.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  0. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  E.  Florence  Faunce.  Length  of 
school,  16  weeks,  at  $6,  $96.  Whole  amount  paid  for  teaching  in 
this  department,  $240.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  32.  Average 
attennance,  26. 

If  all  the  schools  in  town  were  under  the  same  excellent  discipline 
as  this  school,  and  the  same  proficiency  was  made  in  learning,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  age  of  the  pupils,  there  would  be  very  little  for  your 
Committee  to  do.  The  highest  commendation  that  we  can  accord 
this  school  is  to  say,  that  we  frequently  urged  the  teachers  of 
other  schools  to  take  a half  day  and  visit  this  school,  feeling  that  the 
time  so  spent,  would  be  of  inestimable  value  to  them,  and  that  in 
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this  school  they  might  see  that  for  primary  schools,  it  is  not  alone 
the  amount  of  knowledge  that  is  necessary  for  the  teacher  to  possess, 
but  the  art  of  adapting  that  knowledge  to  the  capacity  and  general 
nature  of  the  child.  The  reading  in  this  school  was  excellent. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  J.  E.  Earle.  Length  of  school, 
24  weeks,  at  $11,  $264.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  40.  Average 
attendance,  33.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  2. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  J.  E.  Earle.  Length  of  school, 
16  weeks,  at  $12,  $192.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  43.  Average 
attendance,  38.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  5.  Whole  amount 
paid  for  teaching  in  this  department,  $436. 

This  school  has  been  fortunate  in  retaining  during  the  year  the  ser- 
vices of  one  teacher.  The  pupils  have  labored  hard,  and  the  order 
has  been  up  to  its  former  standard. 

At  the  closing  examination,  the  scholars  appeared  to  good  advan- 
tage, and  the  questions  were  answered  in  such  a way  and  manner,  as 
to  clearly  convince  all  present,  that  the  teacher  had  labored  ef- 
fectually to  impress  exactness  upon  his  pupils.  The  reading  was  on 
the  average  good,  and  in  one  or  two  of  the  pupils,  excellent.  The 
teacher  has  evidently  paid  more  attention  to  preparing  his  pupils  for 
life,  than  to  cramming  them  for  examination  day. 


DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Prudential  Committee. — James  A.  White. 

% 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  F.  Ellis.  Length  of 
school,  24  weeks,  at  $6,50,  $156.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  42. 
Average  attendance,  37.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age,  1. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  F.  Ellis.  Length  of  school, 
16  weeks,  at  $6.50,  $104.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  38.  Average 
attendance,  31.  Number  of  scholars  under  5 years  of  age  0. 

This  school  has  been  again  favored  with  the  same  teacher,  and  like 
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all  the  schools  that  have  been  so  favored,  the  result  has  been  satisfac- 
tory. The  teacher  is  ambitious,  and  has  the  power  of  fixing  the  at- 
tention of  the  pupils.  This  is  shown  by  the  interest  the  children  take 
in  their  lessons,  the  teacher  has  also  gained  the  affection  and  love  of 
her  pupils,  and  thus  makes  the  entrance  to  the  path  of  knowledge 
pleasant  to  them. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term.—  Teacher,  Miss  Martha  J.  Hayward.  Length 
of  school,  24  weeks,  at  $7.50,  $180.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  22. 
Average  attendance,  18.  Number  of  scholars  over  15,  . 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Martha  J.  Hayward.  Length 
of  school,  16,  weeks,  at  $750,  $192.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  29* 
Average  attendance,  25. 

The  teacher  of  this  school,  has  devoted  herself  to  the  business  in 
which  she  is  engaged  with  great  fidelity  and  earnestness,  during  the 
year.  The  order  was  good,  although  better  attention  to  the 
teacher  during  recitation,  and  less  noise  with  slate  and  lips,  would 
have  added  materially  to  the  welfare  of  the  school. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Teacher.)  Mr.  Henry  B.  Miner. 

Salary,  ^1,000. 

Summer  Term.  Whole  number,  24.  Average  attendance,  22. 

Fall  “ , “ . 31.  ‘‘  ‘‘  28. 

Winter  “ “ 33.  “ 30.  . 

It  is  always  a difficult  task  to  start  a High  School.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  this  enterprise,  serious  obstacles  presented  themselves. 
No  fixed  standard  for  literary  qualifications  for  admission  could  be 
adopted.  The  pupils  came  from  different  parts  of  the  'town,  and  had 
been  under  teachers,  differing  in  their  methods  of  imparting  instruc- 
tion. AA^hile  some  had  been  under  a thorough  and  systematic  training, 
others  had  been  discursive  in  their  course  of  study.  These  ele- 
ments did  not  readily  harmonize,  and  it  was  some  time  before  the 
pupils  of  this  school  could  become  classified  sufficiently  to  enable 


them  to  . pursue  their  studies  without  detriment  to  themselves,  or  to 
other  pupils.  This  in  the  future  w'ill  be  obviated,  a uniform  standard 
of  proficiency  will  be  required,  and  that  gradually  raised  as  the 
general  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  demands. 

A course  of  study  has  been  decided  upon,  after  carefully  comparing 
those  adopted  by  the  best  Fligh  Schools  in  the  vicinity,  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  present  wants  of  the  school.  This,  we  deem  as  particu- 
larly essential  to  a school  of  this  kind,  for  without  it,  pupils  would 
desire  to  wander  over  the  whole  field  of  literature  and  science,  and 
would  not  accomplish  nearly  as  much  as  when  well  classified. 

We  sometimes  hear  objections  made,  that  the  teaching  in  our 
schools  is  not  practical  enough.  But  any  one  who  has  visited  this 
school  during  the  past  year,  cannot  but  have  remarked  the  practi- 
cal method  in  which  the  pupils  have  been  instructed. 

We  do  not  for  a moment  contend  that  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 
is  necessary  for  every  avocation  of  life,  but  we  do  say,  that  those  who 
have  the  best  general  cultivation  of  the  mind,  will  be  far  more  able  to 
apply  their  ’ knowledge  to  any  particular  occupation  they  adopt,  than 
those  who  merely  confine  themselves  to  what  is  generally  considered 
practical.  Education  is  not  merely  to  fill  the  mind  with  facts,  but  it  is 
to  give  a man  skill  in  the  use  of  his  faculties,  so  that  he  may  become, 
as  it  were,  a mental  gymnast 

The  discipline  of  this  school  has  been  based  on  the  self  respect  of 
the  pupils,  rather  than  on  fear  of  punishment.  In  drawing  Maps  and 
Diagranls,  much  neatness  and  excellence  of  execution  are  apparent. 
For  constancy  and  punctuality  in  attendance,  the  pupils  of  this 
school  deserve  high  commendation. 


GENERAL  REMARKS.  * 

MAP  DRAWING. 

Too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  drawing  of  Maps.  We 
all  know  what  difficulty  we  sometimes  experience  in  endeavoring  to 
recall  the  relative  position  of  foreign  countries,  and  we  also  know, 
that  if  we  once  obtain  an  incorrect  idea  of  their  situation,  how  hard 
it  is  to  dispossess  our  minds  of  that  idea.  If  the  scholars  in  our 
public  schools  are  not  accurately  instructed  in  tliis  important  branch, 
they  will  have  but  vague  impressions,  and  their  knowledge,  if  not  ab- 
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solutely  false,  will  not  be  accurate  or  reliable ; and  as  most  of  our 
knowledge  of  Geography  depends  upon  the  clearness  of  the  mental  im- 
pressions of  the  earth’s  surface  which  we  receive  from  Maps,  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  the  thing  represented  should  not  alone  *be  so  many 
lines  upon  a piece  of  paper,  but  that  it  should  be  a reality  to  the  pupil. 
To  accomplish  this  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  pupil  practice,  in  Map 
drawing,  and  whatever  the  picture  drawn,  it  thus  becomes  distinctly 
photographed  upon  his  mind. 

We  do  not  by  any  means  advise  that  these  Maps  should  be  elaborate- 
ly drawn,  with  a large  amount  of  detail,  or  that  too  much  time  should 
be  spent  upon  them.  In  this,  as  in  other  matters,  the  discretion  of  the 
teacher  must  be  used. 

SUPERFICIAL  EDUCATION. 

We  can  hardly  take  up  a paper  now-a-days  without  seeing  a 
flaming  circular,  setting  forth  the  advantages  of  this  or  that  “ institu- 
tion ” offering  to  turn  out  finished  students  or  men  of  business  in  a 
remarkably  short  space  of  time.  We  do  not  wish  to  cast  any  as- 
persion upon  any  of  these  mercantile  “ colleges  ” in  particular,  many 
of  them,  and  perhaps  all  of  them,  are  very  well  in  their  way,  and  after 
your  children  have  been  through  a thorough  course  of  training  in  the 
public  schools,  and  desire  to  know  something  about  business,  then 
let  them  go  to  these  schools.  But  pray  distinguish  between  the 
shadow  and  the  substance, — the  true  and  the  false.  The  acquiring  of 
a good  fundamental  education  is  the  work  of  years,  and  sound 
knowledge  is  not  the  growth  of  a day. . Don’t  let  your  children  deceive 
you  by  representing  to  you  that  if  they  can  only  get  away  from  home, 
they  can  acquire  a thorough  education  in  a few  months.  Many 
young  persons  who  are  tired  of  the  discipline  of  a well  regulated  school 
room,  for  six  long  hours  during  the  day,  are  very  anxious  to  go 
away  from  home  to  some  place,  where,  as  the  advertisement  reads, 
they  will  be  “ treated  as  gentlemen.”  This  inducement,  which  means 
in  plain  English,  that  they  can  do  as  they  like,  added  to  the  attrac- 
tions and  allurements  of  a large  city,  fascinates  them,  and  just  at  the 
time  when  their  habits  are  forming,  and  when  their  associates  should 
be  selected  with  great  care,  they  leave  home.  Transplanted  from  the 
soil  where  they  were  born,  and  placed  under  foreign  influences, 
their  reason  as  yet  undeveloped,  fails  to  guide  them,  and  instead  of  im- 
proving their  time,  they  are  apt  to  squander  both  that,  and  their  parent's 
money.  Again,  parents  think  .it  a marked  objection  to  our  public 
schools,  that  their  children  who  have  been  slowly  wading  through 
fractions  in  the  District  School,  with  now  and  then  a complaint  from 
the  teacher,  of  the  laziness  of  their  children,  should,  when  put  into 
an  Institution  with  a high  sounding  name,  in  less  than  a fortnight 
come  home  with  the  report,  that  they  are  studying  “ Algebra,” 
“Geometry”  and  “ Astronomy.”  The  parents  hold  up  their  hands 
in  amazement,  and  the  boy  and  the  Institute  are  pronounced  by  the 
househcld  the  wonders  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
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Now  what  will  be  the  end  of  this  kind  of  education,  even  if  parents 
are  not  humbugged,  and  their  children  escape  the  numerous  evils  in- 
cident to  childhood  and  youth  ? Will  they  be  able  to  bear  the  bur- 
den of  life,  and  make  good  the  places  of  those  who  have  gone  before  ? 
It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  New  York  Citv  to  day,  twelve 
thousand  young  men  who  have  been  educated  in  this  way,  and  who 
are  now  doing  work  which  properly  belongs  to  the  opposite  sex. 

If  you  would  have  your  child  a merchant,  a manufacturer,  an  agri- 
culturalist or  an  artizan,  educate  him  in  such  a manner  that  he  can  rely 
upon  himself. 

In  this  country  where  every  man  has  a voice  in  the  government  of  the 
country,  it  is  doubly  important  that  every  child  should  be  educated  in 
Such  a manner  as  to  prepare  him  to  distinguish  between  popular  falla- 
cies and  sound  truths.  We  appeal  to  you,  parents,  do  not  deceive 
yourselves  in  this  important  matter.  Stupidity,  incompetency,  and 
dazzling  pretention,  wear  their  fictitious  plumage,  but  a short  time. 
Great  ideas  are  abroad,  challenging  the  encounter  of  our  youth. 
The  present  is  ever  the  rival  of  the  future.  Angels  wrestle  with  the 
men  of  to-day,  as  with  the  Patriarch  of  former  times.  Pay  strict  at- 
tention to  that,  and  to  that  alone,  which  will  constitute  for  your 
children,  the  best  training  for  the  actual  business  of  life. 

For  the  Committee, 

D.  T.  V.  HUNTOON,  Superintendent. 


Names  of  those  who  have  been  present  every  day  for  one  term, 

High 


M.  Edna  Baker, 
Addie  L.  Belcher, 
J.  Annie  Beiise, 
Mary  M.  Blackmon, 
Lucy  J.  Blackmon, 
Abby  M.  Fenno, 
Clara  T.  Fisher, 
Lucy  A.  Hall, 

Sarah  L.  Miner, 
Georgie  Shepard, 


School. 

Sarah  M.  Smith, 
Lizzie  A.  Sumner, 
Addie  A.  Tucker, 
Ella  F.  Wattles, 
Oliver  E.  Chapman, 
John  L.  Collins^ 
Willie  F.  Downes, 
Edward  King, 

Benj.  Leavitt, 
George  N.  Sumner. 


Present  every  day  during  the  year. 


High  School. 

Annie  A.  Bent, 

Hellen  A.  Perry, 

Dist.  No. 


Dist.  No.  7. 

Ida  P.  Brown, 

Alice  L.  White, 

L.  Anna  Shepard* 


Charles  Keith. 


Present  every  day  for  one  Term. 


Dist.  No.  1. 
Laura  Chapman, 

List.  No.  2. 
Leon  A Billings, 


John  C.  Hewett, 
Frederick  W.  Hunt, 
Thomas  Marahan, 
Sarah  Davenport, 
Ellen  C.  Deane, 
G-eorge  L.  Hunt, 


Not  absent  during  the  Winter  Term. 


Dist.  No.  3, 

Maria  Brooks, 

Lucy  French, 

Bridget  Curran, 

Leila  Perry, 

Florence  Pitts, 

John  Burns, 

James  Bent, 

Wm.  Keith, 

Martha  Ames, 

Cynthia  Endicott, 
Adelaide  Evons, 

Oria  Perry, 

Lillie  Shattuck, 

Michael  Kenrick, 
William  B.  Lloyd, 
Dennis  Ragoon, 

Edward  Kennick, 

Caty  Crowley, 

Francis  Evons, 

Patrick  Galligan, 
Alfred  J.  Wentworth, 
Thomas  Galligin, 

Emma  Seavey, 

Mary  Burns, 

• Dist.  No.  4. 

Fred  H.  Hawes, 

Albert  Walker, 

George  H.  May, 


Dist.  No.  5, 

None. 

Dist.  No.  6, 

Thomas  H.  Ward. 

W.  Otis  Dunbar, 

James  Dunbar, 

Florence  L.  Pitts, 

L.  Addie  Drake, 

Almira  K.  Chapman, 
Amanda  M.  Lowe, 
Emma  Whitmarsh, 

Mary  J.  Lonegan, 
Horace  M.  Briggs, 
G-eorge  H.  White, 
Catherine  Finley, 

Luther  R.  Wattles, 
Robert  B.  Stott, 

Charles  A Drake, 

Lucy  Williamson, 
George  Chapman, 

Dist.  No.  7, 

Elenor  M.  Belcher, 

Ella  Deane, 

Helen  G.  Kinsley, 

Benj.  Leavitt, 

George  E.  Dana, 
Charles  H.  Lyons, 


IG 


■1  8 6 6-7. 

) EZEKIEL  CAPEN,— Chairman. 

Foil  One  Year.  } J.  MASON  EVERETT. 

) ISAAC  HORTON. 

')  GEO.  F.  SUMNER. — Secretary. 

Foil  Two  Years.  ^ JESSE  FENNO. 

) I).  T.  V.  HUNTOON,— Superintendent. 

) JOS.  W.  WATTLES. 

For  Three  Years.  ^ FRANKLIN  REED. 

) WM.  BLACKMAN. 


Prescribed  by  the  Sehoul  Committee,  to  be  used 
■ in  the  Schools  of  Canton. 

Readers. — New  Testament,  Hillard’s  Readers. 

Si’ellers. — Swan’s  Spellers,  and  Worcester’s  Dictionary. 

English  Grammar. — Kerl’s  Common  School. 

Arithmetic. — Emerson’s  First  Part,  Colburn’s  Mental,  and  Greenleaf ’s  Introduction 
• and  National. 

Geography. — Cornell’s  Series,  and  Warren’s  Physical  Geography. 

Penmanship. — Payson,  Dutton  & Scribner’s. 

History. — Parley’s,  Goodrich’s  United  States,  and  Worcester’s  General  History. 
Mathematics.’— Greenleaf ’s  Algebra,  and  Greenleaf ’s  Geometry. 

Physiology. — Cutter’s  Physiology  and  Hygiene. 

Book  Keeping. — Hanaford  andPayson’s. 

Singing  Books. — Song  Book  of  the  School  Room,  and  Golden  Wreath. 

Philosophy. — Quackenbos. 

Rhetoric. — Quackenbos. 

Latin  Grammar  — Harkness. 

Latin  Reader.— Harkness. 


The  books  are  procured  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and  can  be  found  at 
E.  Capen’s  Store. 


